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A very warm welcome to our Sixth Form prospectus! I am delighted 
that you are showing such an interest in the great range of courses 
and the excellent facilities that we have to offer in CHS Sixth Form. Our 
Sixth Form Centre offers superb ICT, social and private study facilities 
as well as state of the art teaching and learning areas. In addition, we 
also have plans to further improve our facilities in the future.

CHS is totally committed to the idea of education for all. There are 
excellent teaching and learning opportunities for all and we offer a 
range of courses unmatched by any other school in the local area. The 
Sixth Form Council plays an important role in the running of the Sixth 
Form and we welcome the suggestions made by students. If you want 
to be successful and you are willing to work hard, CHS Sixth Form is 
the place for you!

If you like what you see and welcome the challenges offered by the 
Sixth Form, I hope you will take the chance to join us. If you would like 
any further information, please contact either Mrs Brown, Mrs Mudie 
or myself at the school.

Mr C Lawler 

Head of Sixth Form

 ... committed to the 
idea of education for all ...

Welcome to CHS Sixth Form
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Why should I think about doing extra  
qualifications at CHS Sixth Form after GCSEs?
If you join the Sixth Form, you have the chance to choose from a great range of 
qualifications. You know that CHS Sixth form students are taught by a team of 
teachers who are all one hundred per cent committed to your success. You also know 
that CHS Sixth Form has a great track record at getting people to pass exams. The 
facilities on offer are fantastic and you give yourself far more opportunities for when 
you eventually decide to go out to work or college. There is also a super atmosphere 
in the Sixth Form. You have to work, but there’s also lots of chances to socialise.

Why is the range of courses so good?
There are all sorts of one and two year courses to choose from and the timetable has 
been designed so that you can change the advanced courses you follow in each year if 
you want to. There’s also the chance to get some extra qualifications through Critical 
Thinking, World Issues and the mentoring programme.

How many subjects can I take?
We expect all of our Sixth Formers following advanced courses to take FOUR AS 
courses. If most of your GCSEs are below a grade C, you will be expected to do two 
BTec courses. Of course, there is always the chance to retake English and Mathematics 
if you didn’t do as well as you expected at GCSE. 

What’s mentoring and what does it give me?
This is a chance to take part in a range of activities. You can refine your study your 
skills, talk to other students about how to be successful and get advice from your 
mentor on how to apply for college and for jobs.

What’s it like  
in the Sixth Form?

... the best thing that's happened to me!

... community work really opens your eyes

... its different and enjoyable

... the Sixth Form inspires me!
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How do the teachers help you?
If you want any extra help, you will find the teachers are more than happy to help you. 
Most of them are around before and after school and they are always willing to listen to 
you and to put you on the right track if you are confused! There is also a chance to talk 
to your Mentor during morning mentoring periods and regular evenings for your parents 
to meet and talk to your teachers. If you have a problem you can ask your teacher or 
Mentor for help and advice.

What’s the Sixth Form working day? 
There are six lessons in the Sixth Form day. To give you as much choice as possible some 
Sixth Form lessons take place at the end of the main School day from 2.50pm - 3.50pm 
You will also have time each day when you’re not in lessons and are expected to study!

What is expected of me?
You are expected to read through your notes before a lesson and of course, you need to 
attend all your lessons and be on time! Quite often, you have to give a presentation or 
talk about something you have read and so it’s a good idea to do your research carefully! 
You are expected to organise your own time carefully and to make sure that you hand 
in your work on time. Since you get a chance to re-submit a lot of your work it’s a good 
idea to work on computer since this saves time when you come to re-draft work.

What is private study?
You get quite a lot of time during the day when you do not actually have to go to 
any lessons. Most people call these free periods, but what you need to do is to use 
these periods to do some research and preparation work for your normal lessons. Most 
people go into the Study Zone to work quietly or find a quiet place somewhere around 
the school where they can concentrate. Every student in Year 12 has, at least, two 
compulsory private study periods on their timetable.

What about the social life?
Well for starters there’s the Sixth Form Social Zone which is a great place to mix and chat. 
There are parties, the summer ball, charity days, theatre trips, Activity Days and a whole 
range of other activities to get involved in. The Sixth Form Council organises most of the 
activities, but everybody has a chance to have their say. The social side is also a good way 
to get Year 12 and 13 to mix with each other.

... the teachers are more approachable

... its a really nice atmosphere!

... the lessons are interesting

... being a peer mentor is rewarding
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What does the Sixth Form Council do and how can I join?
The Sixth Form Council gives you a chance to help run the Sixth Form. At the weekly 
Council meetings, you get to put your views about what you want to see in the Sixth 
Form, but you also get a chance to work with one of the Council’s groups.

What privileges do Sixth Formers have?
As a Sixth Former, you have your own social area, your own coffee bar, your own study 
area and a say in how the Sixth Form is organised through the Sixth Form Council. Plus 
you have a great new Sixth Form block. You can organise your own social events, choose 
the subjects that you want to study and have all your books and equipment provided for 
you.

Do you have to wear uniform?
No you don’t! There is no special badge, blazer or skirt to wear, but the idea is that you 
dress as if you are going to work in an office. This means that you are expected to be 
smartly dressed and well presented.

What’s the Tennis Scholarship Scheme?
If you’ve got really good tennis skills, you could apply to join the Scholarship Scheme. The 
scheme is run with the Sutton Junior Tennis Centre and gives you the chance to become 
a member of an award winning squad. The scholarship’s greatest achievement to date 
has been to win the famous Glanvill Cup in 1998, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004 and 2005, 
but the school has also won the Senior Students Cup on no less than six occasions! If 
you have a flair for tennis and want to find out more, talk to Mr Johns who manages the 
scheme.

What about university and 
how can I find out about careers?
In Year 12, you are given the chance to visit universities and to go to a careers/Higher 
Education fair. The school has even got a new internet-based system to help you write 
your application for university. If you don’t want to go to university or college or you’re 
just not sure, you can talk to the careers officers that visit the school each week or visit 
the careers library. Mrs Mudie is also available in the Study Zone to offer guidance on 
university applications and careers.

... great students; great teachers; great facilities

... we are treated like adults 

... and have much more freedom

.. it has given me lots of great experiences

.. it’s good to have the independence
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A & AS Level
• Applied Business  • Art & Design

• Biology • Business Studies

• Chemistry • Critical Thinking

• Dance • DT Reistant Materials & Graphic Products

• Drama & Theatre Arts • English Language

• English Literature • Film Studies

• Geography • Government and Politics

• Health & Social Care  • History

• Information & Communication Technology  • Mathematics

• Media Studies • Modern Languages

• Music • Music Tecnology 

• Physical Education • Physics

• Psychology • Religious Studies

• Sociology • Travel & Tourism and Leisure Studies 

• World Issues

BTEC First Courses
• Art & Design • Business

• Health & Social Care • Information & Communication Technology

• Media Studies • Performing Arts

• Sports Studies • Travel & Tourism

GCSE Retakes
• Mathematics  • English

What courses are available 
in CHS Sixth Form?
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What Qualifications can 
I get in CHS Sixth Form?

What we offer
1) BTEC First Courses (Level 2 Courses)

2) A Levels (AS and A2)

3) GCSEs

4) Entry level provision (PEP group)

1) BTEC First Courses (Level 2 Courses)
Why should I do a level 2 course and what is it?

If you pass your GCSEs mainly with D to G grades then it’s a good idea to take a level 
2 course. This is broken up into 6 units, takes one year to complete and is the same as 
achieving four or five GCSEs at grades A*-C. You can then go on to study an AS Level 
course. Depending on interest and staffing we hope to be offering courses from the list 
below:

• Art • Business

• Health & Social Care • Information & Communication Technology

• Media Studies • Performing Arts

• Sports Studies • Travel & Tourism

2) Advanced courses
What’s a GCE A Level? (AS and A2)

If you get five A* to C grades, you’re able to follow Advanced courses. All Advanced level 
qualifications are made up of 6 units of study. Everybody doing an Advanced level course 
starts by following an AS course of 3 units. When you pass the AS course you can either 
move on to the next section of your course in Year 13 or “cash in” your AS grade and 
study a different subject. The second year of the course is known as A2. At the end of 
Year 13, you are then awarded a full GCE A Level.

3) GCSEs
What GCSE retakes are there?

If you didn’t get at least a grade C in English or Mathematics, you should consider 
retaking English or Mathematics in the Sixth Form.

4) Entry level provision (PEP group)
If you are still working towards BTECs or NVQs, we can offer you the chance to study for 
a range of entry level courses.
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GCSEs - mainly D and E grades
"I got D and E grades at GCSE and was a bit confused about what I should do. I wanted 
to go into the Sixth Form and have always been interested in health care. After talking to 
the Sixth Form Team, I signed up for the BTEC Health and Social Care course and I retook 
my English GCSE. I passed my BTEC course and enjoyed it so much that I decided to stay 
in the Sixth Form for another two years to study for an A Level in Health and Social Care 
and an A Level in Biology. I passed both courses and I am now working in the health 
service."

GCSEs - mainly C grades
"I knew when I joined the Sixth Form that I wanted to end up in a job in the leisure 
industry. I got eight GCSEs at C and higher and decided to do A Levels in Drama, English, 
PE and Leisure Studies. I also did an AS in Critical Thinking as part of the Sixth Form 
programme. I did well in the Year 12 exams and continued with my three subjects to A2 
Level. I also did some coaching work with the PE department. I applied for university and I 
am now studying at St Mary’s College in Twickenham."

GCSEs – mixture of A, B and C grades
"I joined the Sixth Form with seven GCSEs at grades A, B and C. I chose to study History, 
Government and Politics, Chemistry and Physics at AS level. I passed all my AS exams, 
but I realised that I was more interested in History and Politics than the science subjects 
that I had chosen in Year 12. Instead of continuing with my four subjects to A2 level, I 
decided that it would be better if I specialised in History and Politics and picked up two 
more AS courses so that I had enough university points. I took and passed Media Studies 
and Psychology at AS level and got good grades in History and Politics. I am now studying 
History at London University."

GCSEs - mainly A and B grades
"I joined CHS Sixth Form as part of the tennis scholarship scheme. Although I knew it 
was going to be a challenge, I wanted to follow four AS courses as well as my tennis. 
I decided that German, Spanish, Geography and Physics were the subjects for me. The 
tennis scheme needs a lot of time and effort, but I enjoy it and I have still managed to 
keep up to date with my work. I passed all my AS exams at grades A or B last year and I 
am now studying languages at Cambridge University."

Could this be you?
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In the event of over-subscription, the criteria below will apply to those students whose 
course options can be met i.e. places on chosen courses are available. For those whose 
intended programme of study can not be met and where the student does not wish to 
change course choices, a place will not be offered. 

Sixth Form Admissions Criteria 
for External Applicants 
Priority will be given to:-

1) Those students looked after by a local authority and those with statements.  
 (Please note that PEP group applicants (Post 16 Entry Level Programme) have 
 particular admission criteria as indicated in the PEP prospectus)

2) Students with siblings attending the school at the time of allocation

3) Students with social welfare reasons or medical grounds supported by written 
 evidence from a doctor, social worker or educational welfare officer.

4) Students who wish to join the Tennis Scholarship Scheme and meet the 
 standards required on the basis of their rank order as determined by Sutton 
 Junior Tennis Centre. 

5) Students on the basis of proximity to the school, as the crow flies, of the home 
 where they reside (measured from the highway of the Chatsworth Road 
 entrance) with those living nearer the school being given the higher priority.

Sixth Form Admissions
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This is provided in school by Connexions. A Personal Adviser is available 
every week and is located in the Careers Room (R3) in the LRC. Drop-
in sessions are held in the 6th Form study zone at different times 
throughout the year, for example at the start of Year 13 when students 
may need extra help with UCAS applications.

Post 16 students are welcome to request an interview at any time and 
we aim to ensure that they are seen as soon as possible after their 
request. Connexions offer impartial advice on a range of subjects 
including Further Education, Higher Education, Apprenticeships and 
interview skills.

The Careers library in R3 houses a wide range of resources, including 
university and college prospectuses, help with CV writing, interview 
skills and careers magazines and periodicals. A computer is located in 
the room, with full access to web-based careers programmes, including 
Fast Tomato. Students are welcome to use these resources whenever 
the room is available.

Careers Education  
and Guidance
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BTEC First Diploma in
Art & Design

Course Structure
6 units – 4 core and 2 specialised units

The 4 Core Units are:

• 2D and 3D Visual Communication
• Contextual References in Art and Design
• Explore and Develop Art and Design Ideas
• Produce an Art and Design Outcome

The 2 Specialised Units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:

• Working with Graphic Design Briefs
• Working with Photography Briefs
• Working with Fashion Design Briefs
• Working with Textiles Briefs
• Working with 3D Design Briefs
• Working with Interactive Media Briefs
• Working with Visual Arts Briefs
• Working with 3D Design Crafts Briefs

Advantages of studying the course
• Education and training for those who work or are intending to work in the art and 
 design industry
• Will enable learners to start building the technical skills and knowledge relevant to a 
 sector (or sectors) of the industry
• Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment
• BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions
• Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications eg BTEC Nationals
• Esteem of working in a sector of choice

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the BTEC course will allow you to:

• Enter employment in your chosen career
• Progress on to the AS in Art & Design
• Choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered by Cheam High School.
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BTEC First Diploma in
Business

Course Structure
6 units – 3 core and 3 specialised units

The 3 Core Units are:

• Introduction to Business Activity*
• Exploring Key Business Pressures
• Investigating Financial Control

 *denotes a unit assessed via an integrated Vocational  
  Assignment (IVA)

The 3 Specialised Units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:

• Business Communication
• Employee Contribution to Working Conditions
• Introduction to Business Administration
• Sales and Customer Service
• Business Online
• Starting up a New Business

Advantages of studying the course
• Provides education and training in business related areas
• Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment 
• BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and 
 education institutions 
• Provides a good progression route to more advanced  
 qualifications eg BTEC Nationals and A’ Levels
• Esteem of working in a sector of choice 

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the Business course will allow you to:

• Enter employment in your chosen career
• Progress on to the AS in Business Studies
• Choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered
 by Cheam High School
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BTEC First Diploma in 
Health and Social Care

Course Structure
6 Units - 2 Core units and 4 specialised units

The 2 Core Units are:

• Communication and Individual Rights within the Health and Care Sectors
• Individual needs within the Health and Social Care Sectors

The 4 specialised units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:-

• A vocational experience in a Health and Social Care setting
• Cultural Diversity in Health and Social Care
• Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care
• Human Lifespan Development
• Creative and Therapeutic Activities in Health and Social Care
• Health and Social Care Services
• The Impact of Diet on Health

The First Diploma in Health and Social Care is a Level 2 qualification, equivalent to 4 
GCSEs at grades A – C

Course Content
The BTEC First Diploma in Health and Social Care will help you develop your 
understanding of the occupational standards involved when providing care for individuals 
within the Health and Social care sectors. You will gain an understanding of the issues 
that affect the needs of clients, the role and responsibilities of the workers and the 
services provided to meet an individual’s needs. You will be encouraged to develop skills 
in research, problem solving and team work that will enable you to apply your knowledge 
to a work environment.

Assessment
The Course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the BTEC course will allow you to:-

• enter employment in the care sector
• progress on to the AS in Health and Social Care 
• choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered by Cheam High School.
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The one year DiDA course prepares students for the real world of work or further education. 
It is designed to stimulate students’ creativity and develop real-world, practical skills that will 
motivate learning across a wide range of subjects.

The suite of DiDA qualifications is designed to:

• develop students’ ability to select and use digital applications appropriately 
 and produce high quality outcomes;

• promote the use of digital applications for achieving a goal, rather than for their 
 own sake; 

• enhance creativity and communication;

• equip students with some of the skills that they will need in the workplace or  
 in further education or training; 

• develop project management skills;

• free students’ work from paper, making it organised, searchable, dynamic and

 transportable;

• encourage students to reflect critically on their own and others’ use of digital 
 applications

Course Structure and Content
Unit 1: Using ICT 

This is the keystone of the entire suite.

• Using information sources

• Working with information

• Presenting information

• Print and digital publishing

• Creating an e-portfolio

• Project planning, monitoring and evaluation

Unit 2: Multimedia

This unit develops students’ ability to design and create effective on-screen multimedia 
products such as websites, e-books and simulations with a strong emphasis on fitness for 
purpose.

• Investigating multimedia products

• Designing and developing multimedia products

• Prototyping and testing

• Presenting multimedia products in an e-portfolio

• Project planning, monitoring and evaluation

• Creating a multimedia e-portfolio

BTEC First Diploma 
in Information &  
Communication Technology
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Unit 3: Graphics

This unit develops students’ ability to design and produce effective graphic images and 
artwork that communicate successfully on screen and in print with a strong emphasis on 
consideration of audience. There are many links between this unit and qualifications in art 
& design and media.

• Selecting and capturing stimulus materials

• Developing graphic images

• Using vector-based and bitmap-based software tools

• Preparing images for screen and print

• Presenting work in an e-portfolio

• Project planning, monitoring and evaluation

• Creating an e-exhibition

Unit 4: ICT in Enterprise

This unit gives students the opportunity to apply their skills in digital applications to a 
practical enterprise activity involving market research, financial forecasting and product 
promotion. It develops important enterprise skills including effective communication, 
problem solving and decision making.

• Exploring a business opportunity

• Presenting business plans

• Business communications

• Advertising and promotion

• Project planning, monitoring and evaluation

• Creating an e-business plan

Assessment
Each unit is assessed via a Summative Project Brief (SPB) dictated by Edexcel. The SPB is an 
interactive, media-rich, on-screen document. As students work through the SPB and the 
completed assignment is submitted via Edexcel Online. There is an ICT skills checklist for 
each unit which students can use to establish which skills they already have and which ones 
they need to develop.

Progression
Successful completion of the DiDA course enables students to continue their ICT studies 
at AS and A2 level.

BTEC First Diploma 
in Information &  
Communication Technology
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The BTEC First Diploma in Media is a level 2 qualification and is equivalent to 4 GCSEs.

Course Structure
3 Core Units
•  Understanding the Media
•  Research for Media Production
•  Media Skills Development

Specialist Units will be selected from the following list:

• Video Production
• Audio Production
• Print Production
• Advertising Production
• Multimedia Production
• Photography Techniques
• Animation Techniques
• Writing for the Media
• Web Authoring 

Course Content
The BTEC First Diploma in Media will give you an understanding of the world of media 
around us and an insight into working in the media. You will begin to develop many of 
the skills necessary for a role in the media and will additionally be encouraged to develop 
abilities in research, practical and ICT skills – all of which will be helpful in a working 
environment.

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a ranch of practical and theoretical assignments 
which will combine to make a portfolio of evidence. The assignments are marked by 
teachers and then undergo external verification. There are no external examinations in 
this subject.

Progression
Successful completion of a BTEC First Diploma in Media will allow you to:

• Use your skills to enter any profession
• Develop a career in the media industry
• Progress to AS in Media of Film Studies
• Allow you to consider other AS courses at Cheam High School.

BTEC First Diploma 
in Media
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Course Structure
6 units – 2 core and 4 specialised units 

The 2 Core Units are:
• Performing Arts Production Process
• The Performing Arts Business

The 4 Specialised Units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:

• Understanding Dance • Performing Dance
• Contemporary Dance • Jazz Dance
• Understanding Drama • Performing Scripted Plays
• Acting • Devising Plays
• Musical Theatre • Design for Performers
• Lighting Operations for Stage Performance • Sound Operations Stage Performance
• Crewing for Stage Performance • Set Construction
• Wardrobe Management • Costume Construction
• Mask Making • Makeup for Stage Performers
• Understanding Music • Introducing DJ Skills
• Working as a Musical Ensemble • Exploring Musical Composition
• Exploring Computer Systems used by Musicians • Exploring Musical Improvisation
• Producing a Musical Recording • Solo Musical Performance

Advantages of studying the course
• Prepares young people for careers in the performing arts industry
• Will provide a broad educational base for further training, further education or 
 for employment within the performing arts sector
• Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment
• BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions
• Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications eg BTEC Nationals
• Esteem of working in a sector of choice

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the BTEC course will allow you to:

• Enter employment in your chosen career
• Progress on to the AS in Drama
• Choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered by Cheam High School.

BTEC First Diploma in 
Performing Arts (Performance)
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BTEC First Diploma in 
Sport (Exercise & Fitness)

Course Structure
6 units – 2 core and 4 specialised units

The 2 Core Units are:

• The Body in Sport
• Health, Safety and Injury in Sport

The 4 Specialised Units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:

• Preparation for Sport
• Planning and Leading Sports Activities
• The Sports Industry
• Practical Sport*
• Practical Outdoor and Adventurous Activities*
• Work-Based Project in Sport
• Instructing Exercise and Fitness
• Sport and Leisure Facilities Operations

 * Learners may take either Practical Sport or Practical Outdoor 
  and adventurous Activities but not both

Advantages of studying the course
• Prepares young people for careers in the sports or outdoors sector
• Provides education and training for sports-related personnel who are employed in a
 variety of types of work, such as fitness, coaching support and land/water-based 
 outdoor pursuits
• Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment
• BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions
• Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications eg BTEC Nationals
• Esteem of working in a sector of choice

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the BTEC course will allow you to:

• Enter employment in your chosen career
• Progress on to the AS in Physical Education
• Choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered by Cheam High School.
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Course Structure
6 units – 3 core and 3 specialised units

The 3 Core Units are:

• The UK Travel and Tourism Industry 
• Exploring Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 
• UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 

The 3 Specialised Units will give students the opportunity to study other aspects of the 
subject, which will be taken from the following titles:

• Exploring Marketing in Travel and Tourism 
• European Holiday Destinations 
• Business Skills for Travel and Tourism 
• Developing Employability Skills for Travel and Tourism 
• Planning Visits for Travel and Tourism 

Advantages of studying the course
• Education and training for travel and tourism employees 
• Individual units have been designed to meet specific skills gaps identified by 
 employers, these including locational geography, customer service and employability skills 
• Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment 
• BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions 
• Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications e.g. BTEC  
 Nationals and A’ Levels.

Assessment
The course is internally assessed through a variety of assignment tasks, which build 
into a portfolio of evidence. The assessments are marked by teachers and subject to 
standardisation through a verification system and External Moderation.

Progression
Successful completion of the BTEC course will allow you to:

• Enter employment in the Travel industry
• Progress on to the AS in Travel and Tourism
• Choose, with guidance, from the other AS courses offered by Cheam High School.

BTEC First Diploma in 
Travel and Tourism
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Course Content
• Unit 1 - Investigating People at Work

• Unit 2 - Investigating Business

• Unit 3 - Investigating Marketing

The three A2 units have yet to be selected

This course is designed for students who are considering a career in the world of 
business, and it provides a thorough framework for work in the commercial world. As 
part of the course students are encouraged to work closely with local businesses. There is 
also an opportunity to take part in trips and visits.

Assessment
Four of the six units are assessed entirely through coursework and the other two are 
assessed by external examinations.

Students are required to provide evidence of their skills and knowledge, and this is 
achieved by working through a variety of assignments which must be tackled in a clear 
and organised fashion in order to complete the coursework. Students are not only 
assessed at the end of a unit but on a continual basis as they progress through it. 

Progression
This qualification helps students go on to higher level qualifications such as a Higher 
National Diploma or a degree, or to go straight into employment in areas such as retail, 
finance, marketing and banking.

Applied Business
AS/A2 Level
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Art & Design  
AS/A2 Level 

Fine Art
This includes drawing, painting, printing, mixed media and sculpture. You will need to be 
imaginative self-motivated and have a high level of practical skill in order to succeed. You 
will work in a wide range of media such as paint, fabric, clay, plaster, wire etc to produce 
your own individual interpretations of given themes. We will help you to develop your 
visual and practical skills, to use new materials and techniques and to produce your own 
exciting and original artwork. You will need to have gained a minimum of a C grade in 
GCSE Art.

Graphic Design
This will only be available for students who have gained a grade B in Graphic Design 
at GCSE, as this subject will not be taught as a separate option but along side Fine Art 
students.

You will need to be a dedicated worker and an innovative thinker with good technical 
skills to achieve on this course. Your design work will need to convey a message through 
both the use of powerful visual imagery and the choice, design and manipulation of text. 
You will use ICT, photography and reprographics as well as traditional drawing, painting 
and printmaking techniques.

Photography
You will need to have good visual awareness, be imaginative, organised and practical 
if you are to succeed. You will use manual and digital cameras, develop and print your 
own black and white images and use or manipulate your photographs to suit a variety of 
situations. We will teach you to control the lighting, choose and use suitable lenses and 
filters and use darkroom techniques to produce particular effects. 

For all these courses you will need to keep comprehensive work journals and show 
evidence of a wide interest in Art and Design through the study of contemporary and 
historical artwork from your own and other cultures. To help you with this work it is vital 
that you visit Art galleries, museums and colleges. Some visits are arranged in school time 
but you should also use your own time to become familiar with our wealth of national 
treasures.

BTEC First Certificate 
or Diploma in Art & Design
If you choose Art & Design as this area you will need to have a high level of interest, 
enthusiasm and motivation in order to succeed. You will have the opportunity to broaden 
your Art & Design experience and develop your skills through a series of Units. You will 
produce work in both two and three dimensions exploring a wide range of media and 
techniques such as drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, design, ICT and reprographics. 
Projects are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.
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Biology 
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure
AS
• Biology Foundation 
• Human Health & Disease 
• Transport 

Courseswork is included in the three modules.

A2
• Central Concepts

• Mammalian Physiology and Behaviour 
• Unifying concepts (Synoptic Paper)

Also included in Year 2 will be a residential field course which will lead to an assessed 
project.

Course Content
The Advanced Subsidiary forms 50% of the assessment weighting of the full A level and 
is assessed by 3 modular units. The following year the complimentary 3 units are taken to 
complete an A Level.

Progression
The modules cover a broad aspect of human, plant and cell biology and form the 
grounding for many diverse job and career opportunities in Biological Sciences. These 
include traditional ones such as medicine, nursing, teaching and scientific research. 
However, there is a growing demand for biologically trained people in environmental and 
social areas, as well as food science and local government.
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Business Studies  
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure
AS
• Unit 1 Marketing, Accounting and Finance
• Unit 2  People and Operations Management
• Unit 3  External Influences, Objectives and Strategy

A2
• Unit 4  Marketing, Accounting & Finance and People & Operations Management
• Unit 5  Coursework project of students’ own choice
• Unit 6  External Influences, Objectives and Strategy

Course Content
The Business Studies Department aims to provide students in Years 12 and 13 with the 
skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to gain a comprehensive qualification 
in business education. We aim to give students an understanding of the nature and 
problems of business through an investigation of the principles that govern decisions, 
and an awareness of the environment within which businesses operate. Students learn 
how to analyse business situations and make appropriate decisions about finance, 
marketing, human resource management and operations.. 

This course is an excellent basis for a wide range of degree courses or careers throughout 
the business world. 

Assessment
The AS course is assessed by three examinations in Year 12. The A2 course is assessed by 
two examinations and one piece of coursework in Year 13.
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Chemistry 
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure
AS
• Foundation Chemistry

• Chains & Rings

• How Far, How Fast

A2
• Chains, Rings & Spectroscopy

• Trends & Patterns + Optional Unit

• Unifying Concepts

Some units deal with modern applications of Chemistry whilst others cover more 
traditional areas. Experimental skills are assessed by coursework in both Advanced 
Subsidiary and Advanced Level Chemistry.

Course Content
The Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Level Chemistry courses are designed to be 
flexible. Students cover AS and A Level Chemistry subject core material in compulsory 
units. Optional units in A2 give students the opportunity to explore an area of 
Chemistry in greater depth.

Progression
Chemistry at Advanced Level, along with one or two other subjects from Mathematics, 
Physics and Biology, can lead to a wide range of courses in Higher Education. These 
would include Agricultural Science, Biochemistry, Computer Science, Dentistry, 
Engineering, Food Science, Materials Science, Medicine, Pharmacy and the specialised 
technologies (glass, paper, etc). Careers thereafter may be found in fields associated 
with the above or in quite different areas - accountancy, administration, banking, civil 
service and management.

Pupils suited to this course will ideally have attained a grade C or better in Double 
Award Science at higher level.
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Critical Thinking
AS Level 

Critical thinking is different from other subjects, as it does not involve learning any 
facts; as the title suggests it is about analysing arguments and learning to think and 
reason. The examination has one unit consisting of two examination papers that must 
be taken in the same session.

Course Structure
Critical thinking is an AS qualification awarded by the OCR examination board. The 
Critical Thinking course is taken by all students in Year 12, who are on Advanced Level 
courses. 

Critical Thinking is designed to give students the opportunity to develop their critical 
thinking skills, which are central to the process of arriving at a reason-based judgment. 
During the course students learn how to construct good arguments and how to 
evaluate and critically assess others. The course is very skills based with little in the way 
of specific content, therefore it can be undertaken with little additional burden beyond 
the timetabled lessons. 

Many of the skills developed are transferable and are useful for candidates taking a 
wide variety of other AS and A2 level subjects. 

The examination, which is normally taken in January and May, consists of two one and 
a quarter hour examination papers.

This subject is a one year course but may continue to A2 for some students.
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Dance 
AS Level 

For this course it is helpful to have taken GCSE dance but not essential. It is important 
that you are interested in acquiring experience of choreography and performance and 
to engage in critical thinking about dance. The specifications promote progression and 
provide a suitable foundation for study in higher education and for employment.

Course Structure and Content
AS
Unit 1 - Solo Choreography and Performance

This module focuses on the knowledge and skills required to perform solo dances. 
Candidates are required to choreograph and perform a solo dance of between two 
and three minute’s duration. Specific tasks are set from the examination board from 
which the candidate selects one. The practical examination is marked by a visiting 
examiner.

Unit 2 - Analysis and Recording

This module focuses on the candidate’s knowledge and ability to identify, analyse 
and comment on their own progress in learning to choreograph and perform as a 
soloist. Candidates are required to provide an analysis of the solo choreography and 
performance presented for module 1. Candidates are expected to use labanotation. 
The coursework is marked by the teacher and moderated by AQA.

Unit 3 - Understanding Dance

This module focuses on knowledge and understanding of the dancer’s experience in 
training, as a performer and as audience. Candidates will sit a two and a half hour 
examination and will be required to answer compulsory short-answer questions and 
structures essay questions which relate to the set work. 

Progression
Dance will support students who are wishing to go on to higher education within the 
Arts or a dance specific course. 
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Design and Technology: 
Product Design AS/A2 Level 

Units of Study
• Unit 1 Product development

• Unit 3 Further study of Product Design

• Unit 2 Knowledge and understanding of 

• Unit 4 Commercial Product Development

Product Design at AS/A2 Level provides the opportunity for students to study the design 
and production techniques associated with modern manufacturing. There are two 
routes through the course, Resistant Materials Technology and Graphics with Materials 
Technology.

Course Content
Product design is designed to be a continuation from a technology GCSE. At AS, leading 
onto A2, students usually continue their study within the focus area from GCSE but in 
greater depth.

Students studying this course will spend much of their time on practical design and make 
projects. Each year students will be involved in one large practical project, of their own 
choice, which will account for 40% of the overall marks available. It is a demanding 
course which looks in depth at the role of the designer, the use of modern materials 
and industrial practices along with CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Manufacturing) 
principles.

Further emphasis is placed on using the computer in the design process. Students will 
have the opportunity to utilise CAD software, notably Pro/Desktop, in order to design 
on screen. Design outcomes will be modelled in a wider variety of materials than used 
at GCSE level. Students are expected to continue on from their chosen GCSE focus area, 
but may make a change at AS.

Assessment
Units 2 and 3 are assessed via external examinations which are sat in June. Units 1 and 
4 are both assessed through student selected design and make projects. Each project 
carries 50% of the marks for AS & A2 respectively and should consist of 25-30 A3 design 
sheets and a made item.

Progression
The course will be particularly appropriate for those students who would like to progress 
to higher education where an emphasis is placed on art, design and manufacture and 
is widely recognised by universities and employers. It is particularly valuable for students 
who wish to train further and pursue careers in product design, civil engineering, 
architecture, graphic design, draughtsmanship, surveying, cartography, computing, 
teaching or engineering.
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For this course it is useful to have taken GCSE Drama but not essential. It is important 
that you are interested in gaining a greater understanding of how theatre and plays work 
and that you are keen to be involved in performances. The course develops practical, 
creative and communication skills. These are attributes now keenly sought after in the 
commercial world

Course Structure & Content
AS
Unit 1 Exploration of Drama and Theatre

In this unit you will be introduced to at least two plays. You will explore these two plays 
through a series of practical workshops. You will be assessed on both your practical work 
and the notes you keep about what you have learnt.

Unit 2 Text in Performance I

In this unit you will perform a role in the production of a play. You will be assessed on 
how well you use your performing or design skills.

Unit 3 Text in Context

In a written exam you will answer one question asking you to discuss aspects of the play 
you performed for Unit 2. You will also answer a second question using notes taken 
during a theatre visit to show your understanding and appreciation of live theatre.

A2
Unit 4 Devising

For this unit you will work in groups to devise an original piece of drama for presentation 
to an audience.

Unit 5 Text in Performance

This unit focuses on the in-depth study of a play studied from the point of view of a 
director, designer or performer.

Unit 6 Text in Context

In this unit you study two set texts and are assessed through a written exam.

Progression
It is now widely acknowledged in industry that drama students possess the skills 
desperately needed in an ever changing work environment.

From this year we now have a whole block dedicated to the teaching of Performing Arts.

Drama & Theatre Arts 
AS/A2 Level 
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The advanced courses explore English Language in all of its forms and varieties, 
enabling students to analyse language in new ways and to develop their own 
fundamental skills of communication and comprehension.

Course Structure and Content 
AS
• Unit 1 : Frameworks for the Description of English

Students are introduced to the theories surrounding spoken language, and learn to 
analyse transcriptions of speech.

• Unit 2 : Variation in the Usage of English

Students analyse varieties of modern English, including advertising and e-languages, 
as well as investigating child language acquisition.

• Unit 3 : Experiments in Writing ( Coursework unit )

Students produce two pieces of writing, together with a commentary on their work. 

A2
• Unit 4 : Language Contexts 

Grammar, meaning, speech sounds, language change, language and gender, and 
language and society are studied.

• Unit 5 : Language Research Topic 

Students work on a coursework project on a language topic of their own choice. 

• Unit 6 : Synoptic Unit : Exploring, Analysing and Evaluating English

Progression
A level English Language is welcomed as a qualification for many careers and higher 
education courses and is especially useful in the fields of the Arts, Humanities, 
Media, Communications and Law. 

GCSE English Language 
For those students who enter the Sixth Form with grades D/E at GCSE, we provide 
a one year course leading to a GCSE English examination which concentrates on 
enhancing the earlier grade. This is a 16+ course which builds upon skills developed 
in earlier years, but contains some new elements.

English Language 
AS/A2 Level & GCSE retake
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English Literature 
AS/A2 Level & GCSE retake

Course Structure
AS
• Unit 1  The Modern Novel 

• Unit 2  Shakespeare Coursework

• Unit 3 Texts in context

 Pre-20th Century Poetry

 20th Century Drama 

A2
• Unit 4  Texts in Time

 Drama Pre-1770

 Poetry Pre-1900

• Unit 5  Literary Connections 

• Unit 6 The Synoptic Unit

Course Content
During each of the three terms in Year 12 students will be introduced to the cultural and 
historical background to World War One Literature. During the Autumn term of Year 
12 one novel and one Shakespeare text will be studied and discussed in class. Extended 
essays will be set regularly for each of these texts to consolidate learning. The modern 
novel will be examined in January of Year 12. Texts in Time will be examined in January 
of Year 13.

Progression
A good grade obtained from the full two year A level course could lead to an honours 
degree in English. It will be a significant qualification for entry to a degree in other Arts 
based degree courses. Those students wishing to pursue a career in Law, particularly if 
their ultimate aim is to be a barrister, would find A Level English Literature a considerable 
advantage. A degree in English is recommended for a career in journalism. It would also 
be useful for careers in marketing, public relations and personnel management.
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Film Studies  
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure and Content
AS
Film - Making Meaning 1

This unit focuses on the ‘language’ of film and serves as an introduction on how 
to analyse, interpret and read different films. Assessment is through a coursework 
portfolio of both written and practical elements.

Producers and Audiences

This unit focuses on Hollywood and British cinema and looks in detail at the institution 
of film and cinema, following films from origin to exhibition. Assessment is by external 
examination.

Messages and Values – British and Irish Cinema

This final AS unit looks at different representations in British and Irish cinema. This 
takes the form of a comparative study of 2 or more films as well as a close study of 
one named film. Assessment is by external examination

A2
Film - Making Meaning 2

In this unit you will take on both research and practical elements. The research work 
will centre on the particular style of a film director or performer and their ‘signature’ 
work. The practical component will then allow you to develop your own short film or 
film scene using your own style and personal creativity. This component is coursework 
assessed.

Studies in World Cinema

This unit comprises another comparative study of two or more films and a close study 
of one set film. Throughout this unit you will develop an appreciation of the history of 
cinema and its cultural diversity. Assessed by 11⁄2 hour external examination

Critical Studies

This final unit is the principle synoptic unit which takes an overview of all learning 
so far. You will study three different areas: the film text and spectator – specialist 
studies; Producers and audiences – issues and debates; Messages and Values – critical 
approaches. You will focus on and become familiar with a number of films relevant to 
each of these categories. Assessment by external examination

Progression
An A’ Level in Film Studies will allow progression to degree courses in Film, Media, 
Visual Culture and Humanities. The study of film allows you to develop critical, 
analytical and research skills which can be transferred into any employment. 
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Course Content
The EDEXCEL specification B course being offered in the sixth form, maintains the 
enquiry approach and the people - environment focus of earlier syllabuses. The 
course encourages both primary fieldwork and secondary research skills through 
the coursework assessment. Students will focus on current major global issues 
via a framework which will investigate issues of sustainability versus growth and 
conservation versus exploitation.

Course Structure
AS Units
• Unit 1 Changing landforms & their management
• Unit 2 Managing change in human environments
• Unit 3 Environmental investigation

A2 Units
• Unit 1 Global challenge
• Unit 2 Researching global futures
• Unit 3 Synoptic Issues Analysis

It is anticipated that students choosing this course will have studied geography at 
GCSE, but this is not essential. All students accepted for the course are expected 
to take an active role in their learning by reading a variety of articles, books and 
magazines. In addition internet access is an invaluable research tool in geography.

Assessment
Two of the three modules studied in Year 12 are examined through external 
examinations. The other module studied in Year 12 is an Investigation based on 
practical fieldwork activities. This is currently completed through two field trips. 
The A2 modules are all at full A Level standard and include a decision-making 
exercise and a more detailed coursework study based on individual student interests. 
The examinations are of the data response variety and at AS they include writing 
frameworks to assist students with the amount of detail required.

Progression
The study of Geography at A Level is particularly valuable for those students wishing to 
undertake further study at University, since it is regarded as a bridge between science 
and arts subjects. The analytical skills developed through geography are valuable in 
higher education and in careers such as tourism, civil service, local government and 
education. Geography can also serve as a good basis for further study in areas such as 
surveying and town planning.

Geography  
AS/A2 Level 
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Government and Politics
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure and Content
AS
Unit 1 - People & Politics 

Assessed Exam - 1 hour. This Unit introduces students to the study of politics by looking 
at the central ideas of citizenship, democracy and participation, and by examining the 
representative processes in the UK. Areas covered include, What is Politics and why is 
Political participation important? How does it differ from dictatorship? What is the role of 
Political parties? Pressure groups and Group Politics.

Unit 2 - Governing the UK

Assessed Exam - 1 hour. This Unit provides an introduction to the major institutions 
of UK government, examines their relationships with one another and considers their 
effectiveness. Areas covered include, How adequate is the UK constitution?, The role of 
Parliament, How powerful is the Prime Minister?, The Cabinet and The Civil Service.

Unit 3 - The Changing UK System

Assessed Exam - 1 hour. This Unit examines key issues affecting the development of 
the UK system and considers the impact and desirability of political and constitutional 
change. Areas covered include, Do elections change anything?, How united is the UK? 
and Is the EU a threat to sovereignty?

A2
Unit 4 - Route B - Introducing Political Ideologies

Assessed Exam 1 hour. Political Ideologies, Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism.

Unit 5 - Route B - Other Ideologies Traditions

Assessed Exam 1 hour 15 minutes. Nationalism, Anarchism, Fascism, Feminism and 
Ecologism.

Unit 6 - Route B - Ideological Developments in the UK

Assessed Exam 1 hour 30 minutes. Liberalism in the UK, Conservatism in the UK, 
Socialism in the UK and Nationalism in the UK.

Progression
Study in Politics provides an excellent foundation for students who wish to enter higher 
education or employment. Students wishing to pursue humanities degrees (ie History, 
Sociology, Psychology, Media Studies or Politics) will find Politics both useful and 
beneficial when applying to university. Employers in the public sector (ie local government 
or the civil service) regard political understanding as an asset. Students wanting to pursue 
journalism as a career will almost certainly benefit from the study of politics.
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Course Structure for the AS
3 Compulsory Units:
• Promoting Quality Care
• Communicating in Care Settings

• Promoting Good Health

Course structure for A2
1 compulsory Unit - Care Practice and provision with 2 options available from a list that 
includes:
• Understanding Human Behaviour
• Child development
• Anatomy and Physiology

• Research Methods

Course Content
The AS/A2 in Health and Social Care is designed to give you an understanding of the 
issues involved in caring for individuals through their lives. You will investigate factors that 
affect the needs of each person as an individual and the wide range of services that help 
to meet those needs.

You will be encouraged to develop skills in research, evaluation and problem solving to 
enable you to apply your learning to a work related context and will require you to attend 
a placement for experience in a care setting, during the course. 

No prior knowledge is essential. The learning programme will encourage you to acquire 
an understanding of skills and qualities required by individuals who choose to work with 
people – diversity and equality of opportunity, and communication skills are significant 
aspects of the course and can be transferred to any future career choice that you may 
make.

Assessment
One third of the course is assessed through externally set examinations available in June 
of each year. The remaining units are internally assessed through assignment work , 
which builds into a portfolio of evidence. The portfolio work is marked by teachers and 
subject to standardisation through External Moderation.

Progression
From the AS you may progress on to the A2 in Health and Social Care and on successful 
completion of the course your award, graded A to E will also gain you points towards 
University entrance requirements. You can also use this qualification for a move into the 
employment sector of the private or public care services.

Health and Social Care 
AS/A2 Level
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History  
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure
AS
• Unit 1 Poverty and the British State, c1815-50
• Unit 2 The Democratic Experiment: Weimar Germany, 1918-29
• Unit 3 (Coursework) The Origins of the First World War, 1878-1914

A2
• Unit 4 From Peace to Appeasement: British Foreign Policy between the Wars
• Unit 5 (Coursework) The Impact of Industrialisation 1780 - 1914
• Unit 6 Hitler and the Nazi State: Power and Control, 1933-39

Course Content
Students studying AS and A level History will follow the Edexcel Advanced GCE syllabus. 
This course provides a combination of British and European History, and each unit 
requires the study of significant events, individuals and issues. You will be expected 
to engage with a range of historical perspectives, including social, economic, political, 
religious and cultural, although the balance of perspectives differs between programmes 
of study. It is not a requirement that you have studied History at GCSE in order to 
take an AS or A Level course in the subject. A number of topics offered for study are 
developments from the GCSE course but there are others that will be new to all students. 
It is more important that you have an enquiring mind, an interest in the past and its 
relevance to current affairs and the ability to communicate your ideas effectively. Those 
students who have studied GCSE History will find that the skills they have learned and 
the knowledge they have acquired will form a solid foundation for further study.

Assessment
Students will be regularly assessed during the course of study. Essays will be marked 
according to the students’ ability to construct detailed, relevant arguments that are 
supported appropriately with factual information and evidence. The best candidates 
will be able to argue coherently about a topic and use a wide range of supporting 
information to prove their points. Document questions will be set to test candidates’ 
ability to utilise a wide variety of source based skills. Students will be expected 
to show the ability to evaluate, compare, assess and detect bias and reliability in 
historical evidence. Students will take a "mock" examination shortly before their final 
examinations. Both the AS and A2 examinations will have one essay paper and one 
source based paper. Coursework will make up 30% of the final mark.

Progression
Students who study AS or A Level History have access to a wide range of career and 
higher education opportunities. By the end of your course you will have learned how to 
evaluate and analyse information, how to weigh up evidence and how to communicate 
complex ideas effectively. These skills are recognised and valued by employers, universities 
and colleges. History provides an excellent foundation for a number of popular careers 
including journalism, law, tourism, and business. Alternatively, you may wish to study it 
simply because it’s such good fun.
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• Advanced Subsidiary GCE: H115 

• Advanced Subsidiary GCE (Double Award): H315

• Advanced GCE: H515

• Advanced GCE (Double Award): H715

The GCE Applied ICT awards are part of a new suite of vocationally-focused GCE’s 
designed to widen participation in vocationally-related learning post-16. These new awards 
incorporate a wide range of AS and A2 units. At AS GCE Level, single (three units) and 
double (six units) awards are available. (1st Year). At A2 GCE Level, single (six units) and 
double (twelve units) awards are available. (2nd Year)

Assessment
Grades are awarded from A - E for both single awards and AA - EE for both double awards. 
AS units and A2 units are equally weighted and, in the GCE awards, each level forms 50% 
of the total assessment. For the single awards, assessment is 33% externally tested and 
67% by portfolio evidence. For the double AS GCE award, assessment is 16.5% externally 
tested and 83.5% by portfolio evidence. For the double GCE award, assessment is 25% 
externally tested and 75% by portfolio evidence

Available Units - AS Level
G040  Using ICT to communicate 

G041  How organisations use ICT 

G042  ICT solutions for individuals and society 

G043  System specification and configuration 

G044  Problem solving using ICT 

G045  Software development – design 

G046  Communicating using computers 

G047  Introduction to programming 

Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT)
AS/A2 Level
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Available Units - A2 Level
G048  Working to a brief 

G049  Numerical modelling using spreadsheets 

G050  Interactive multimedia products 

G051  Publishing

G052  Artwork and imaging 

G053  Developing and creating websites 

G054  Software development

G055  Networking solutions

G056  Program design, production and testing 

G057  Database design 

G058  Developing and maintaining ICT systems for users 

G059  ICT solutions for people with individual needs 

Progression
Students who achieve the GCE in Applied ICT can progress to a variety of HND or 
degree level courses in ICT or computing related subjects.

Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT)
AS/A2 Level
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Mathematics  
AS/A2 Level & GCSE retake

Course Details
8371 Advanced Subsidiary Mathematics (AS) Edexcel 
Examination Board
This comprises three AS units - Core Mathematics Units C1 and C2 (Pure Mathematics) 
plus one of the Application Units M1 (Mechanics) or S1 (Statistics).

9371 Advanced GCE (A2) Edexcel Examination Board

This comprises six units - C1, C2, C3, C4 plus two application units M1 and S1.

You can claim two certificates; one AS and one A or two AS. Examinations can be taken 
in either January or May/June. The examination is 11⁄2 hours for each unit. There is no 
coursework for any of the six units.

Student Expectations
• You are expected to spend at least seven hours of private study on homework or 

consolidating your knowledge and understanding of each topic per week – for this, 
wider reading (Library, LRC, use of ICT) will also be expected. We will also expect you 
to hand in all assignments on time. 

• Progression on to the A2 course will depend on you having passed at least two of 
the three AS units satisfactorily (attaining your minimum target grade). Otherwise 
you will be asked to leave the course.

• Entry for the January examinations or resit(s) will depend on your progress - do not 
assume you will be entered automatically!

• Attendance : you are expected to attend all lessons – poor attendance record will 
disqualify you from the course.

• Calculators : you are NOT allowed to use a calculator for the C1 unit. You may use a 
graphic or scientific calculator for all other units – speak to Mr. Bharadia if in doubt.

• End of topic assessments : you are expected to achieve a minimum of at least a 
grade C in each of these asessments.

• Minimum entry grade : you are expected to achieve at least a ‘B’ grade at Higher tier 
GCSE. Those achieving this at Intermediate tier will have their progress monitored 
very closely in the first half-term and asked to leave the course if this is deemed 
unsatisfactory.

All textbooks will be provided and there will be a very structured revision programme. 
There are lots of websites for further research and revision and these will be provided 
during appropriate times in the course. One very useful site is www. asguru.co.uk or 
waldo interactive maths. com

You are expected to seek help from teachers both during and outside the lesson time 
– they will make an arrangement for you to see them. Do not wait until the next lesson 
for your difficulties to be sorted out. 
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Media Studies  
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure and Content
AS
Unit 1 - Reading the Media

This unit is an introduction to media and how to write a media analysis. You will identify 
and learn the key concepts of media language, institution, genre, representation, 
audience, ideology and narrative. Final assessment will be through examination in 
January.

Unit 2 - Textual topics in Contemporary Media

Unit 2 focuses on some of the key areas of the media. You will look at how your area 
has developed, grown and how it communicates with the public. Assessment will be by 
examination at the end of the school year.

Unit 3 - Practical Production

This unit is the practical component of AS. You will be trained in using digital editing and 
will use these skills, along with the knowledge you have gained from Unit 2, to produce 
your own practical work. This is a coursework unit.

A2
Unit 4 - Texts and Contexts in the Media

In this first A2 unit you will be focusing on two areas which are closely linked to your 
study at AS. You will learn further analytical and theoretical skills. Assessment for this 
unit will be through external examination in January.

Unit 5 - Independent Study 

For unit 5 you choose and write your own extended essay. You will be given extensive 
guidance from your teacher but will develop ideas and carry out much of the research 
independently.

Unit 6 - Comparative Critical Analysis

This last unit is the synoptic element and draws together all of the knowledge you have 
developed in AS and A2. You will be required to draw together your understanding of 
the key concepts, major ideas, theories, debates and information from your previous 
studies.

Progression
A good grade obtained from the full two year A level course could lead to a degree in 
Media Studies or Journalism. It will also be a significant qualification for entry to a degree 
in other Arts based degree courses. A degree in Media Studies would be useful for 
careers in marketing, public relations and advertising and also provides you with the key 
skills in analysis and critical thinking that many employers will be looking for.
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Course Structure
AS A2
• Unit 1 Listening, Reading & Writing • Unit 4 Listening, Reading & Writing
• Unit 2 Writing - Anthology • Unit 5 Coursework 
• Unit 3 Speaking • Unit 6 Speaking 

Course Content
The three languages share the same syllabus at A Level. Students develop their GCSE 
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing for the AS Level Exam at the end of the 
first year. The AS Level syllabus covers a range of topics including Family & Relationships, 
Rights & Responsibilities, Leisure, Healthy Living, Education, Jobs and Careers. 

The AS Level also involves the study of an anthology of texts which cover specialised 
topics for each language: The Environment, The Media, Europe, Immigration & 
Multiculturalism, The French, Spanish, and German speaking world. At A2 Level students 
develop further the four language skills and cover a wide range of topics including the 
study of literature or film for the coursework module.

We see the open European marketplace as very significant for the learning of Modern 
Languages, not least in facilitating travel and employment. As such we encourage 
students to spend time in French, German or Spanish-speaking countries, both to 
improve their language and to provide the experience of life abroad. Such visits can be 
arranged individually or the Department can co-ordinate work experience abroad or 
foreign student exchanges.

Assessment
Students will sit 3 exams at the end of Year 12 for the AS qualification and a further two 
exams for the A Level. 15% of the full A Level (Unit 5) is teacher-assessed coursework.

Progression
Many language students go on to study languages at university. A highly-qualified 
linguist may aim for a career as a translator, interpreter, teacher or bilingual secretary. 
These careers require A Levels, then further study in Higher Education. There are types 
of work, which do not require the language expert, but do require people with some 
knowledge of a modern foreign language. They include such jobs as couriers, hotel 
receptionists, caterers, travel agents, airline personnel, telephonists, journalists and 
secretaries in banks and companies involved in exporting.

Other qualifications/courses in the Sixth Form
•  Japanese for beginners – 1 year GCSE course

•  Italian for beginners - 2 year GCSE course

Modern Languages 
French, German & Spanish
AS/A2 Level 
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Music
AS/A2 Level 

Course Content
This music course consists of 3 units. These are performing, developing musical ideas and 
listening and understanding. 

Unit 1: Performing - Students have the opportunity to take part in ensemble 
performances as well as performing solo. Students will perform one or more solo pieces 
of their choice, with or without accompaniment, lasting between 5 and 6 minutes. 
Students are also expected to play one of their own compositions either as a soloist or 
as part of an ensemble or director of an ensemble. All performances are recorded for 
moderation.

Unit 2: Developing Musical Ideas - Students develop musical ideas in the form of 
original compositions and compositional techniques, including Baroque or Renaissance 
counterpoint, Bach Chorale, 32 bar pop song, music technology and serialism. Students 
also submit one free composition.

Unit 3: Listening and Understanding - This unit is in 2 parts. In part 1, students 
respond to questions related to music heard on a CD answering questions on timbre 
and texture; comparison of performances; aural recognition; and perception of tonality 
and harmony. In part 2, students have an hour and a half to respond to two structured 
questions, choosing from two areas of study; Secular or Sacred Vocal Music, World 
music, Music for Film, Music for Large Ensemble or Small Ensemble, 20th Century Music 
or Popular Music and Jazz.

Course Content
The full advanced GCE is made up of all the AS units and units 4, 5 and 6. Students 
extend their knowledge of one of the areas of study and choose a further area of study. 

Unit 4 - Students follow either pathway A with an emphasis on composition portfolio or 
pathway B with an emphasis on performance of a recital.

Unit 5 - Students perform in a range of solo and ensemble performances and extend 
their compositional techniques studied in unit 2. They are assessed by completing a 
commissioned exercise. 

Unit 6 - This involves synoptic tasks that test knowledge, skills and understanding. In part 
1, students respond to questions related to unfamiliar music heard on CD across a wide 
repertoire of music, including aural perception. In part 2 students respond to 5 questions, 
one of which will be in essay format, from the areas of study chosen.

Entrance Requirements
Prior knowledge, skills and understanding should be at a level needed for a successful 
completion of GCSE music, but this is not a pre-requisite. An involvement in extra-
curricular musical activities and / or following syllabuses for graded performance 
examinations is an equivalent attainment. All pathways and topics are individually 
targeted to support students own strengths and preferences.
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Music Technology
Music Technology is a fast growing subject at Cheam High School. The subject is 
completely independent from AS/A2 Music and is focused upon the technical and 
aesthetic aspects of music production. Candidates are expected to spend several hours 
each week in the studio experimenting and extending their knowledge of the equipment 
to enable them to complete the practical tasks to a high standard. Learning takes place 
both in the studio during practical activities and in a lecture environment where the 
theoretical aspects of recording are covered. 

Unit 1 (AS) 
Record and produce a classical piece. This will be recorded, produced and mastered by 
each candidate. 

Create an arrangement of a pop song using cutting edge music software.

Create an arrangement of a folk song using music technology.

Record a pop band using the Cheam High School studio and produce the final recording.

Listening and Analysis examination. This will assess your knowledge of popular music 
styles and the technology used and learnt about over the year. 

Unit 2 (A2) 
Advanced Sequencing using Cubase

Advanced Recording using the full studio recording to 8 – 16 tracks

Composing Using Technology for film music and a free composition

Listening and Analysis examination II using and analysing MIDI sources

Entry Requirements
GCSE Music and/or ICT are invaluable to this course, as are a strong interest in the 
production of music and the technology used. Performance is not an assessed part of the 
course, however all students will have the opportunity to record themselves to advance 
their instrumental skills. This course is very time intensive and you will have to work well 
independently.

Music Technology 
AS/A2 Level 
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Physical Education
AS/A2 Level 

Course Structure
AS
• Unit 1 The Social Basis of Sport and Recreation

• Unit 2  Enhancing Performance

• Unit 3  Exercise and Training

A2
• Unit 4 (A2) Global trends in International Sport

• Unit 5  (A2) Refining Performance

• Unit 6  (A2) Scientific Principles of Sport and Exercise

Course Content
This exciting course develops an understanding of the historical, physical, social, cultural 
and psychological factors which influence sport and physical education. It encourages the 
understanding of theoretical principles through practical examples and analysis.

Students who have already studied Physical Education at GCSE level will be expected to 
have achieved a good grade. The course is also open to those who have not studied the 
GCSE course, but such students must have a proven interest in sport and strong grades 
in science. All students should have a sound science background. It is important that 
students have a lively interest in sport and are strongly committed to their own personal 
participation.

Teaching and Learning
Teaching input will come from PE specialists in order to give the highest standard of 
tuition. Teachers will use a variety of approaches in practical lessons and in the classroom. 
Individual and group discussion will be a feature of many lessons and students will use 
video for observation and analysis of movement. Student learning will concentrate on 
various methods of improving their own practical performances and every student will 
be encouraged to pursue their specialist sporting interest. Support and guidance will be 
given to all students through the duration of project work. 

Progression
Physical Education A level is accepted by all universities, colleges and institutes of higher 
education. It is also accepted for entry into a wide variety of occupations. For those 
wishing to pursue a career in leisure and recreation, sports management, physiotherapy 
or coaching, the course is invaluable. Furthermore the course is ideal for those students 
wishing to become trained physical education teachers.
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Course Structure
AS
• Forces & Motion

• Electrons & Photons

• Waves

A2
• Fields, Forces and Energy

• Choice of one subject:

 Cosmology, Telecommunications, Nuclear or Health Physics.

• Synoptic paper

Course Content
Students choosing to follow AS Physics extend their knowledge of physics through 
further study of topics such as Electricity, Dynamics, Kinematics, Atomic Physics, Waves 
and Electromagnetism. Students sit three external examinations in the first year and will 
be assessed on their experimental skills, by coursework. In year 2 students sit a Synoptic 
paper and will again have their practical skills assessed.

Progression
Traditionally Physics has been associated with the study of matter and energy and 
physicists have been involved in areas such as scientific research and electrical and 
civil engineering. Increasingly, however, careers involving Physics are to be found in 
the communications industry, scientific civil service, computing, control technology, 
electronics, medical and health services, the engineering and technical industries and 
education.

Physics 
AS/A2 Level 
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Course Structure
AS
• Unit 1  Cognitive, Social and Developmental Processes
• Unit 2  Individual Differences, Physiology and Behaviour 

• Unit 3  Research Methods and Coursework

A2
• Unit 4  Applications of Psychology - Criminal and Clinical Psychology
• Unit 5  Applications of Psychology - The Psychology of Health and Research Methods

• Unit 6  Perspectives and Debates in Psychology 

Course Content
The course aims to provide a broad, balanced and challenging introduction to Psychology 
and to provide opportunities to develop skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation 
Students need to be able to develop essay writing skills and handle numerical data. 
Students are required to have a grade C at GCSE level Maths and it is preferable for 
students to have a grade C at GCSE level English. Several areas of psychological theory 
and research are covered.

Assessment
The course follows the EDEXCEL Syllabus. 

Assessment is by coursework and examinations:

• Units 1,2,4,5 & 6: Each Unit is assessed by an examination of one and half hours.
• Unit 3: Coursework practical report.

Modular exams are taken in January & June of both AS & A2 years

Extra Curricular Activities
There may be opportunities to:

•  Visit the Freud Museum.
•  Attend student revision sessions.
•  Attend the British Psychological Society student conference.
•  Access Cheam High Psychology Department’s intranet and internet resources.

•  Subscribe to a psychology specialist periodical. 

Progression
A qualification in Psychology may be relevant to a number of different career options 
including: advertising, market research, personnel management, social work, teaching, 
nursing, physiotherapy and the police service. Professional Psychologists work in a variety 
of fields including business, education and the NHS.

Psychology
AS/A2 Level 
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Religious Studies 
AS/A2 Level

Course Content
Students following this course would usually have studied Religious Studies in Years 10 
and 11 and achieved a good GCSE grade. However, well motivated students without 
previous experience will be considered. 

Examination Board: OCR

Philosophy of Religion  Religious Ethics
• Arguments for the existence of God  • Religion & Morality

• The Problem of Evil  • Situation Ethics

• Psychology and sociology of Religion  • Utilitarianism

• Life after Death  • Medical ethics

Course Structure
AS
• 2760 Foundation for the study of religion

• 2761 Philosophy of Religion 1

• 2762 Religious Ethics 1

A2
• 2769 Philosophy of Religion 2

• 2770 Religious Ethics 2

• 2791 Connections in Religious Studies

Assessment
Assessment is made through key assessments at the end of each unit of work. Students 
will be externally examined at the end of Year 12 and Year 13 by written examination in 
all units.

Progression
A qualification in Religious Studies would prove useful in a variety of careers such as: 
social work, psychology, teaching, the Police Force, journalism and personnel. A Level 
Religious Studies is a suitable qualification for entering Higher or Further Education. 
Students of A Level Religious Studies have gone on to degree level studies in Philosophy, 
Theology and Religious Studies, Sociology and Education.
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Sociology 
AS/A2 Level

Course Structure
• Unit 1 Family and Households • Unit 4 Religion
• Unit 2 Education • Unit 5 Theory and Methods

• Unit 3 Sociological Methods  • Unit 6 Crime and Deviance

Course Content
The sociology syllabus has been designed so that candidates will acquire the essential 
knowledge and understanding of central aspects of sociological thought and methods, 
together with the application of a range of skills. It has also been designed to allow the 
integration of sociological themes, such as socialisation, culture and identity and social 
differentiation, power and stratification. Students will become aware that society is made 
up of a range of different groups from varied social, cultural and religious backgrounds. 
They will be encouraged to develop an understanding that differing values and attitudes 
exist, and to reflect on these and their own beliefs within a sociological framework. 
Candidates who have a Grade C in English Language or similar attainment at Key Stage 4 
will find that those skills will suitably equip them for the study of this specification. No prior 
learning is necessary for candidates to undertake this course of study.

Assessment
The course follows the AQA Syllabus. Assessment is by examination only. Modular exams 
are taken in January & June of both AS & A2 years

Extra Curricular Activities
There may be opportunities to:

• Attend student revision sessions.
•  Meet sociology practitioners who visit the department as outside speakers.

•  Access Cheam High Sociology Department’s intranet and internet resources.

Progression
The specification lays an appropriate foundation for further study of Sociology and related 
subjects in higher education. In addition, it provides a worthwhile course for candidates 
of various ages and from diverse backgrounds in terms of general education and lifelong 
learning. Equally, material studied would be useful for candidates intending to pursue careers 
in the field of Social Sciences. A qualification in Sociology may be relevant to a number 
of different career options including: Personnel Management, Social Work, Journalism, 
Advertising, The Police, Teaching, Politics, Higher Education, and Social Research

Other Subject Combinations
The specification shows clear overlaps with Psychology. In AS there is much familiarity with 
Sociology in terms of the research methods employed by both disciplines. The overlap in 
subject content is limited, with links only between mental health and illness, life events and 
the cultural role of the media in relationships. The specification also shows overlap with 
Health and Social Care and Media Studies.
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Travel & Tourism Course Structure
The travel and tourism industry is the worlds biggest, most diverse and fastest growing 
industry. The UK industry travel industry supports 1.7 million jobs, generates around £61 
billion in revenue and accounts for over 200,000 businesses. The course offers an insight 
into and an understanding of the major aspects of the industry through the study of the 
following topics: 

• Unit 1 The Travel & Tourism Industry
• Unit 2 The Travel & Tourism Customer
• Unit 3 Destination Europe
• Unit 4 Responsible Tourism
• Unit 5 Special Interest Holidays
• Unit 6 Current Issues in Tourism

Leisure Studies Course Structure
Leisure and recreation affects everyone’s life and the industry is one of the fastest growing 
in the UK economy. This course offers a comprehensive understanding of the industry by 
focusing on specific themes.

The 6 units of study cover the following topics: 

• Unit 1 The Leisure Industry
• Unit 2 Working Practices in the Leisure Industry
• Unit 3 The Leisure Customer
• Unit 4 Leisure in Action
• Unit 5 Employment in Leisure
• Unit 6 Current Issues in Leisure

Assessment
The courses are assessed by a range of methods. At least a third of each course is assessed 
by examination and the remainder by coursework assignments. These assignments are 
internally assessed and externally moderated by the examining body.

Progression
Successful completion of either course allows progression to higher education at HND 
and degree level. Courses in: Tourism Management, Event Management and Leisure 
Management are the tip of the iceberg. Many are linked with business or language modules 
- the variety is almost infinite! Many students go straight to work in the travel industry and 
have been successful in finding jobs as resort representatives in such places as Mallorca, 
working for major high street travel agents and tour operators or working at airports. Work 
in the leisure field is highly competitive and many students have gone on to gain further 
qualifications before entering the industry. Cardiff, Swansea, Southampton and Texas 
Universities have all taken our students in recent years.

Travel & Tourism
and Leisure Studies
AS/A2 Level
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